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What i s Claimed is 

1. An interactive television /ystem having 
television equipment on which an inceractive 
television application is at least par/ially 
implemented to allow parental controyof television 
programming viewing of users, said i/ser television 
equipment, being configured to: 

support multiple u^er accounts, each of 
which has a different associated ^personal 
identification code ; 

allow the interactive television 
application to be used to establish different parental 
control criteria for each of /the multiple accounts; 

block the viewing of television 
programming that match at /east one of the parental 
control criteria; 

allow usefs to view television 
programming that is not /blocked; and 

allow a/ given one of the users to view 
blocked television programming by entering a personal 
identification code /or one of the accounts that has . 
parental control criteria that permit the blocked 
television programming to be viewed. 



2 . Tjae system defined in claim 1 wherein at 
least one accoumt has been designated as a parent 
account and at /least one account is designated as a 
child account 



3 / The system defined in claim 2 wherein 
the parent /account is without restrictions on 
television^ programming viewing. 



4 . The system defined in claijfi 2 wherein 
the user television equipment is configured to 
temporarily bypass television programing from being 
blocked on entry of the personal identification code 
for the parent account 



5. The system definejd in claim 1 wherein 
advertisements are targeted barfed on which personal 
identification code was most Recently entered. 



6. The system dsfined Jnn claim 1 wherein 
he user television equipment isXronf igured to track 
blocked television programming ychat was viewed based on 
the personal ident ifxV^afc/or/ cgfae that was entered to 
view the television! pr&jgsfSmm/ng . 



7. The syj&£ em/defined in claim 6 wherein 
the user television ;fequij6ment is configured to display 
a log of blocked teftev^sion programming that was viewed 
on entry of one of/ thd personal identification codes 
and an account n^fne Corresponding to the respective 
code that was enteijfed to view the programming. 

8. /The system defined in claim 1 wherein 
the interacti/Ve television application is an 
interactive /television program guide application. 



f9 . A method for use in an interactive 
television system having user television equipment on 
which ary interactive television application is at least 
partially implemented to allow parental control of 
television programming viewing of users, comprising: 
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using the interactive television 
application to support multiple user accounts, each of 
which has a different associated persomal 
identification code; / 

using the interactive ytelevision 
application to allow users to establish different 
parental control criteria for each of the multiple 
accounts; / 

blocking the viewing of television 
programming that match at least one of the parental 
control criteria; / 

allowing users j,o view television 
programming that is not blocked; and 

allowing a given one of the users to 
view blocked television programming by entering a 
personal identification coae for one of the accounts 
that has parental control criteria that permit the 
blocked television programming to be viewed. 

10. The methdu defined in claim 9 further 
comprising: / 

designating at least one account as a 
parent account; and / 

designating at least one account as a 
child account. / 

11. The/ method defined in claim 10 wherein 
the parent account is without restrictions on 
television programming viewing. 

12. /The method defined in claim 10 further 
comprising temporarily bypassing television programming 
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from being blocked on entry of thp personal 
identification code for the paremt account. 

13 . The method defined in claim 9 further 
comprising targeting advertisements based on which 
personal identification code vaas most recently entered. 

14 . The method d^cined in claim 9 further 
comprising tracking television programming that was 
viewed based on the personal identification code that 
was entered to view the television programming. 

15. The method defined in claim 14 further 
comprising displaying a log of blocked television 
programming that was viewed on entry of one of the 
personal identification/ codes and an account name 
corresponding to the respective code that was entered 
to view the programming . 

16. The mjethod defined in claim 9 wherein 
the interactive television application is an 
interactive television program guide application. 

17. Ary interactive television system having 
user television equipment on which an interactive 
television appl/cation is at least partially 
implemented to /allow parental control of purchasing 
through the usfer television equipment, said user 
television equipment , being configured to: 

/ support multiple user accounts, each of 
which has a liif ferent associated personal 
ident if icat/on code ; 



allow the interactive television 
application to be used to establish different purchase 
control criteria for each of the multiple accounts; 

block purchases from being made based on 
the purchase control criteria; / 

allow users to make purchases that are 
not blocked; and / 

allow a given one at the users to make 
purchases that have been blocked/by entering a personal 
identification code for one of /he accounts that has 
purchase control criteria that/permit completion of the 
lock purchases. / 

18. The system defined in claim 17 wherein 
at least one account is designated as a parent account 
and at least one account ifs designated as a child 
account . / 

19. The system defined in claim 18 wherein 
the parent account is ^without restrictions on making 
purchases. / 

20. The system defined in claim 18 wherein 
the user television equipment is configured to 
temporarily bypass/ purchases from being blocked on 
entry of the personal identification code for the 
parent account . / 

21. /rhe system defined in claim 17 wherein 
advertisements are targeted based on which personal 
identification code was most recently entered. 
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22 . The system defined in claim Ll wherein 
the user television equipment is configured to track 
blocked purchases that were made based on/ the personal 
identification code that was entered to make the 
purchases. / 

23 . The system defined in yclaim 22 wherein 
the user television equipment is configured to display 
a log of blocked purchases that we/e made and an 
account name corresponding to th^ respective code that 
was used to make the blocked pu^hase . 

24 . The system def /ned in claim 17 wherein 
the interactive television application is an 
interactive television program guide application. 

25. A method for use in an interactive 
television system having/user television equipment on 
which an interactive television application is at least 
partially implemented La allow parental control of 
purchasing through the user television equipment, 
comprising: / 

using the interactive television 
application to sujjport multiple user accounts, each of 
which has a different associated personal 
identification oode ; 

yusing the interactive television 
application tof allow users to establish different 
purchase control criteria for each of the multiple 
accounts; / 

/ blocking purchases from being made based 
on the purchase control criteria; 
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allowing users to pr^ke purchases that 
are not blocked; and 

allowing a given^ ohe of the users to 
make purchases that have been Allocked by entering a 
personal identification code fox one of the accounts 
that has purchase control criteria that permit 
completion of the block purchases. 

26. The method dq/xined in claim 25 further 
comprising : 

designating/ at least one account as a 
parent account ; and 

designating at least one account as a 

child account . 

27. The method defined in claim 26 wherein 
the parent account is /vithout restrictions on making 
purchases . 

28. The mjethod defined in claim 26 further 
comprising temporarily bypassing purchases from being 
blocked on entry on the personal identification code 
for the parent account . 

29. Thfe method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising targeting advertisements based on which 
personal identification code was most recently entered, 



30. /The method defined in claim 25 further 
comprising trajcking blocked purchases that were made 
based on the personal identification code that was 
entered to mafite the purchases . 
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31. 



The method define^ 
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in claim 30 wherein 



further comprising displaying af log of blocked 
purchases that were made and sin account name 
corresponding to the respective code that was used to 
make the blocked purchase./ 

32. The method defined in claim 25 wherein 
the interactive tel^ision application is an 
interactive television program guide application. 



